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PREFACE 


The present work is the first of a series of Tibetan 
Readers prepared by the late Lobzang Mingy ur, and 
is calculated to remove a keenly felt desideratum. 
He was Instructor in Tibetan in our University for 
a number of years. In the course of his experience 
of teaching in this University he came to realise the 
difficulties and problems of Indian students and this 
series of Tibetan Readers was the outcome of his 
objective knowledge. After his untimely death his 
widow presented these works of her husband to the 
University for publication. We have thought it 
advisable to publish these books for the benefit of 
Indian students. It is hoped that the book will be 
found useful by those for whose edification it has 
been written. The proofs have, at my instance, been 
corrected by Geshe C. L. Sangpo, and 1 take this 
opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks to him. 
I must also thank Dr. Anukul Ch. Banerjee for the 
interest and labour bestowed upon the book by him. 


Asutosh Building, 
Calcutta, 

The 28th September, 
1950. 


Satkari Mookerjee. 

Asutosh Professor and Head of the 
Department of Sanskrit^ 

U niversit y of Calcutta 
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First Tibetan Reader 


Lessons 1-23. Words used in simple sentences 

Lesson 1 

Vowel “ e ” is used with consonant, 
p' profit. that, 

fire. life. 

Rr^-(^C;*q* 

JlP^' Lesson 2 

>0 

Vowel “ o ” is used with consonant. 


P' 

he. 

<5* 

(pi. sign). 

qf 

hear. 


curd. 


face. 

5’ 

cat. 

w 

list. 

•T 

gambling. 


tooth. 



2 
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¥^0^1 C;*Wq]-<3j^’^’Wr I ?yaj^-rT|*C^=T|*^ 

SO 


5 1 Lesson 3 


Vowel “ u ” is used with consonant and joined suffixes. 


all. 

StP 

pc:’ hole. 

NO 

P<5:' loss, damage. 

so 

tent. 


can. 

so 

pp' poison. 

•o 

time, season. 

>o 

vase. 


?'5'Pp’P-'S^’pC:'P’a,pp =T|3”^'qqj'q-^5^| ai^-rT|* 

so -O -O' N.P nT: 

so ^ -xJ 

a^'5j^’.^-q'^s^ I Sf-'p-ai^’rTj'ai-p-r^C’pa^'pl^rp-i^:: | 

so 


cfjp^J' ^1 Lesson 4 

o 

conch. 

so 

west. 

so 

ac- first taste, 

^ ' put out. 


corner. 

country. 

caste. 
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soda. body. 


^(xy method, 
way. 

(^^I' asked. 


track, mark. 


strong. 


5^;^-0-gs^-q|lcT|^-n-q|3^C’ ] 0=^-g-I^T-’^qTr|*3^^r^*^ ] 

^ N,^ NO ' 


^‘■| Lesson 5 

Vowel “ e ” is used with consonant and joined suffixes, 
we. strength. 

—V 

danger. glass. 

there. cover. 

date. harm, accident. 

(^C.' breadth. ^51^’ mind. 


CV — CN 


1 is*aj'raq:^-Q^s^q]*p5J'5|*a^s^p | 

NO ^ 'N? 
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sr? 

vSl Lesson 6 

sjc’p^'nic-iqs^p^c;^- “ iK|- ” s^c;- “ l^'O^I^' ” 

Vowel “ 0 ” is used with consonant and joined suffixes. 


p^l’ 

he. 


load. 

sp' 

price. 


wealth. 


cloth. 


call. 

^j* 

may. 


trade. 


religion. 


place. 

J^' 

hear. 


light. 


roof. 


fee. 


meaning. 

S5t’ 

leisure. 


^\&f’ I pc-q-^c'pc’pc'a^s^p 

^-Ij-a^s^cT] pc-oj-^I I ^-^c-ps^-ai-arc-cQs^'q-s;!'^*^ | 

'o 

■c> 
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s^qj*^*qq|^-J*gs^'q-gq-q-q]a^c:-^-Q^s^q] \IF^’ 

j 

?^1 Lesson 7 

rank. flower. 

C'5&’ shame. custom, 

quadruped. fruit. 

nJ 

''O 

^•q|5j^-q]C’y^<3i I qq]^-[:^\q^-0;qs^ | 

0q|^' ^1 Lesson 8 

>o 

curved. rich, 

gq-q^qj* householder. sand. 

neighbour. sugar, 

sorrow. 

NO 
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0=r]^' 0 ] 

'o 

13'^' tax. 
law. 

magistrate. 

court. 

number. 

friend. 

sage. 


Lesson 9 

jealousy. 
5^’ rock. 

busy. 

bridle. 

son. 

Cv 

cannibal. 

life. 


|gaj's^5^-^-a^=q I gcr|-s^q|-5j-|^ I ^aj-q | 

nJ) 

"sS 

NO 


0p^' 9 ^] Lesson 10 

o 

^'51' barbarian. understanding, 

unexpected. pupil, disciple, 

teacher. to teach. 
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>0 W 

I liN’P'P’ 

■>5 'O 

n 3 'O 


0=T|?4’ 99^ Lesson 11 

^3^’a^|CT|'§]’ « q]* ” i^Q ’ « « q- ” j^c:* « s^j' ” s^z,’ « o^- ” 


The prefixes ga, da, ba, ma, and ha are used with 
consonant and joined suffixes. 

^'3^' one. sacred place. 

=riT=^- cut, kill. other. 


sleep. 

qj^SI- news, talk, 
mine. 

carpet, seat. 


^3q]' leopard. 


^5q|'a|q]5j[’ leopard-skin. 
qj3qj?4' see. 
gold. 


=r|'q;*iq,*g-yTi^ I ^•<5^-q]‘^| q^s^^'q|(^a^-|q]’ 

|*^-§-q]3q]-q]5q]^-^c:-c:5^ I ^]%^\’ 

5|qj5^'ajq|*Hfq'^'W^'^c)(fc- 1 l c:'^Q^'fqc:*q’ 

q]qq,'2^c:-i^=^q'§'q]^q,’iM^ | gc-g-^C;'q-q'U^q'q^q’qq^ j 

so 
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Lesson 12 

difficulty. power, 

happy. ^3^^’ war. 
height. commander. 

uT*^| I |=^-a]'s^qc;- 

' Si? NO 


:f|=r]^' 92 ;] Lesson 13 


the winter. 

N5 

*^cai' silver, 
army. 


breath. 

poor. 

centre. 


N? 

sg?j-q]c-S]'^s I gc''i'^''^'a'a 

a,s=ii I 1 


^=^1 Lesson 14 

■o 

virtue. example, 

book. solitary. 
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cf)2^^' Lesson 15 

rare, dear. God. 

s^cfg^-q' mind. temple. 

s^C5^'q' object. master, officer. 

=^?r^*W- curse. 


q:^-aj-Q^g^-^rT|a^-q-CMc:' | ^•=r|^cT]^-g2^'0;j^=T]c:^*q* 

NO 

I c^q]5^-q'Q^^'q*:5-q-q|-l!^'cXF^ | ^^a^''q*ajq|5^'cr|-q-iMfi^ | 

< 


0=T|5^* 9 ^] 

o 

tax. 

summer, 
voice, tone, 
hell, 
centre. 


Lesson 16 

the spring, 
shape, 
ordinary. 

sq 

rejoice. 

enemy. 
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NO 

'O '" no 

'fnic^l ;go)-g-=^5ai-=!lc-5|-i,:^] g|'=^c?j-c\£i3ii Ig-ssj- 

NO 

| pc:'qa^-^|q^*u^q|-^a^5^cT] | 

^ n:> 

NO 

^=T]^*^0^’S|’^3^C;'%f2^2^=T] I 

NO> 'so 


N? 

qrT|(^- 

comnumd. 
objection, 
broken. 
^=^=T1'^ owner. 


Lesson 17 

strict, 
aconite. 

NO 

qsC'^ noble, 
q^s^’q' explained, 
mind. 


a!cr|^'c:-^2^ I ,^c:-Q^^'q5=T]-q-^s;^| ^-qsE^'^'^qi-qq^-J' 

Q^s^q] I E;a^’gc-ai-q,q:^-i^C:’mE:’g;^'q|^5j'q'cr|3jC:'5^*^C;- 1 

NO 

qt?f<3j'«;;cq'x;^q|’^2: | c:^*q2^5^*q*ai’(5^5's^q|-:j^'5c:'^nr|-^ai-tq]* 

NO NO NO NO 
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Lesson 18 

tied. destroyed, dismantled, 

like. -qliai-^Tpq’ fan. 

The Tibetan lap-dog. 


'O 






f^n:- 


9Q I Lesson 19 


honour, respect. 

NO 

subdued. 

devil. 

NO 

queen. 


sit, sat. 
copied. 

NO 

welcome. 

teaching. 


NO ' "n:^ 

I I gap 

NO ^ 
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>o ^ 


gqj^’ :?oj Lesson 20 

sj? 

q^^-q-qja^c:* please eat it. 
q=s^*:^*cr]<3jc:- please place it. 

^5'^’ rhinoceros. 

^'^5' pomegranate. 

N3 

friend. 

q^^*q-q|3jc:*^c;'c:^ I a|:7]^'3'^c;- 1 ^=T]’q3*^'q'q]ajc;' I 

N*? 

ct]3jc:-^c:- 1 ^•fqc;-q-q|-3j^'^-g*yyc^*q-s,5^ | 

=T]^c:’qq-^c:T5l| gs^-J^-s^ga^-q-cil^jc:’ 

I c:'ai*cT|^c:-X'^'CT|<3jc:’2^c:’ | | g*^* 

^c:'=i|^5j-q*=T]3^c:’ I 
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Lesson 21 


learned, 
blacksmith, 
power (of wealth). 
5^,5,aj’pc:' armpit. 

'O 

to meet, visit. 


ferryman. 

end. 

last night, 
oath. 

name or night. 


NO 

^£;j| I gs^'J^c:-Xa^'^[:'::raf(^c:- 

5ic:-^q§q^-^c:' I 5^^3j'q'^q-0*g]’^s;*s^^ | ^<=S5j'pc:- 

so 

Ql*|q^-<3j^’^'q-0<3^c:' I 


0 =t|:M’ Lesson 22 

o 

want. yiS|0’ colour, 

head. lake, pond, 

pleased. twin. 



14 


FIRST TIBETAN READER 


paradise. beautiful. 

Manasvara lake. 


•V/— ' CS Cv cv«- •v 

CVCV -r/— CV •n/ ->y — '-v -s, 

c;2^’^'a^5-<3j5|'cvjc:- 

sffr '^'^c:* I !q=^^'=9-5c:'5^?^-^c’ | 

NO 


^?| Lesson 23 


Q^pa^^'O}' wheel, machine, 
pcrpj’q' to shake, move. 

X? 

world. 

insect. 

to drink. 


target. 

to seek, look for. 

CVi^ 

p=<^'tr to seize, catch, 
to enter. 

^•pq]-ai' \ 

'Z- ’ i earthquake, 
^•crp^’ { 


a^=p’e5j’a^^5;-s5,T-gq|^-|]-n^^-q-5^c:'q'^:gc:-a^!;^p | 

' NO 
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I 1 ^ 

^c:'^’ q ‘^2^* q^q* qS^* y q’ 

| s^-ayq^^aj-q-ojyy 

5jp3^'y^c;"^qyy^'asj[;'t^y^yQ^*^q]y | 

NO NO 

yq^’gq'q-^aj-^^yc:- £7]v<c:-qyiy^y^^y::- 1 
r^c'Wy i^’l’ yeq* q(s^q' qy c’ ra-V q^y 

sj? 

s^q- q-^iy :q' q- l^-^y ^q’qyqi?4y;i^:;-|y'qqi’qq-qq^' 
^ I s^yqqy^[:?^-g^’yq^yqyEyqy-|^'^ys^q-q’ 

y|=T]y y yy ycT|q- q* q- qyq^ ’ Jyi ' ^ ' yyq • qqj • ^’ 

yy^'iqy I ^'yyq* j'qlC y q’§q^'yig=^^'qyq' i 
&y[;-^’q’^yyqqyq|^q]y^y^cT|'q'q^yqyc:' | yly 
‘^yqyq’^c^'0^yy^'l^'3q'^y^c:?^’qyc’ | |^'^y 

yq ■ q ' yjgc:^ • q|yq]^- y ^q^' qq' q' ^y 

NO V 

qi^^Il 

*)p?)-q-n^^| ^■ai5j-Sj3i-i^3i'gi|^| i^g-s-oi-^a]- 

|i)| pfsraj-g-a,|C-| Q^g-sjc-g-gj-yi-qiSfi^ I 


O.p. loO — 2 
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NO 


0ST]54' Lesson 24 

NO 

I Sj]sjS XO BE GIVEN UP 

^1 ;^-a^§3j’q^-5i*aj5^'5=r| I 

J I fqq]*q|^T5^’5I-|s^-t=T] I 

v‘| g’^- 54 -qs^-|q]| 

NO 

c::T|’C^tf&q'5|-||*^cT| I 
^| q^q-^?^?4-^’gs;^-|cT| j 
C| W3^’5«^*^=f] I 

^=1 I 


0 cr|^’ ^v*'! Lesson 25 

NO 

^•qr|-c^q|'^| A good boy 

NO 


2B 
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^ 'O 

s:) ^ 

sj NO 

1 pq’^^'qpc:’^’W*^'^’=ii^'q'^5jq’p' 

NO NO 

qs^l pt-p^'q-qp^pc;'|**-q'^c;-q’p3^c:'p'^s^| pC’p^- 

^ n:> 

j^' p- p^q- 5'^' 

Q^^'‘^'^'P’y^P'^a^-q3c:'HrQ^-^=T|’q^'7|'^2^l 

N? 


^'Sj Lesson 26 

>o 

^'^^'caj'qj A BAD BOY 

NO 


^\' c:5j' q- q^q’^' q* tqc:'c;^^p’^s;^'0q|^-'^E:-q^q-g- 

^ NO 

j^'j^^a^'^q'<5''^'^(q’g'yTq I 2;;q'<3B’^’^^^'qp^'*^^' 

NO 

1 pi^•=!l•^,•q•^^=^•£I•p^J•Swo^■^ll^=']•Sl• 

SI«^I §^-!3c-por3W£f|YS’«‘^I p^'=Jic-a^-£|%55t- 
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"N? s,5 

•S^ 

^•^c| m*q*^p^*pc:*|'*sc:-^'p[:'(^5^*^-*'q*»c:'p-(:\^^q] | 

' N? “O ^ sjp 

' '*' so ^ w 

qa^*ai^’|q|-^r^ I 


0p^' V’\ Lesson 27 

o 

^I THE COW 


ap^-q’fc’i’cr^p'Q^s^p I p-s^r^-p^ysip-'q-^p-j^r | 

/ NO Ns:> 

1 ^-ffC-faj-q ^-f C-ai-^ai-^-ppo^-Hfpp- 

o 

N.3 

I ^^•^•s^c:’¥c:-^p’af5^'Ssc:*pg'a'p’CMp | ^q- 

(^q|-s^c:-aN'i^c:-^'s^c;-^c;*^'^a^c:'q^a^';f|c:*^’pc:’lip'q I 

< ^ 

I -q’oj* “ ” wjc-a^* 
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Lesson 28 
THE HORSE 


^^c:- 3^^ ^c:* ^ 1 

a:.c;' Sjai' q* 01' (:\|q.'<5j^'^*^q]'^c:'^ai'a;^-|q'^'u;:fs^ I 

I c:'^'ai'q|^'^q|'^'^:^'q^ I Oiqj^ | gz^- 
^a,*^01'q'ai'q^-^'q|'5,:^| ^'01'5^^q|^'gq|^'3^--q^z:i| | 

sP 

I 5'ai' “ ” LMC'i^'g'y^s^' 

sP ' 

qqj^l 


gq]^' 1 Lesson 29 

<^^1 THE SHEEP 




gqj'q'qi5^'|qj'q'a^^'q'P'gq|'^'^^ | a^^'ai’^'3^i^q]'q 0^' 

q]^q|^'qa^'(^^'S^'^q||q|'^c;' I ^‘^•^C'^c:'q|5q|'s^c:' j gc:* 


q'^'q-qi^^'J^C’ I q|^q|’q|'^c;'_gc:'q]5q|'uQq^''^|| 


w’ s i^* 

Np np 
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<1 

I S)53i-aj'|-*,o^-35c;'ai-5jq-q(^ci]-S|-35^^ || 

=:q]3;-m-w§wS|'g-^C^^‘;-:i5=il-3i?4 ) 

VO SJ) 

'v«^ 

■ Ij ’ S '^' 5^’ 3'^^ I 

n:) 

^Qj'g^’^^'^-Q^^*::]’5^C2’^a^^cT|-^-y;fs^ | LAjc'c^'i^c:-^ ^-^-iq- 

s^c:- 5^0^ • ^33j' i^'W' -S^j- qoj’ g^' 


0=T]^' 5® I Lesson 30 


(^3^'g*| THE CAT 

-O -o vO >o 

I gsi'g'§C'§c;-5!3i'ai-«j[:’s(^'^?I'«3i-iri>5=;'J!'^‘^ I 

r^c;'qq]-aiq-i^c:’^c:^’fi;^[;-g^'ai’qj^'q*g3j’^|r;^- | (^yj- 


* Modern | 
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^ so 

'O 


0 ^^’ Lesson 31 

S3 

the chair 


i^c:*^^'qa^-zj- 5 ;j^| g:^-ai*|(^-^c:-LM*^'q^ I c^-oj* 


0 cr|^' Lesson 32 

so 

RAIN 

'n:> 'S3 
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'O so 

'O so 

q-3j£T]'q’ai | | 

so 


aj^*«^'q'c\qq’|’yTj^ I 



j]Cr|^’ Lesson 33 

s 5 

the sun and the moon 


AC’^Qj* I oj^- 

so 
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Lesson 34 

the world 


0CT|5^' ^N*-] Lesson 35 

NO 

THE CARDINAL NUMBERS 

° 0 Zero. 

^ 1 One. 

^ 2 Two. 

? 3 Three. 


O.P. io6— 3 
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cs^ 

4 

Four. 

V* 

5 

Five. 

sS 

6 

5^* Six. 

V 

7 

Seven. 


8 

Eight. 

c 

9 

Nine. 

2= 

10 

) 



> Ten. 

22 

1 1 

Eleven. 


12 

Twelve. 

2^ 

13 

Thirteen. 


14 Fourteen. 

15 Fifteen. 

16 Sixteen. 

9V 17 Seventeen 

18 Eighteen. 

7© 19 ^^-SnCT]* Nineteen. 



21 ” Twenty-one. 

31! 
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30 Thirty. 

^9 3 \ ” Thirty-one. 

40 Forty. 

^9 41 ” Forty-one. 

50 Fifty. 

V"? 5) Fifty-one. 

60 Sixty. 

'^9 61 ” Sixty-one. 

70 Seventy. 

^^9 71 ” Seventy-one. 

80 ^5^t'q- Eighty. 

-9 81 ” Eighty-one. 

C® 90 qqj’q^'— ^5^’q' Ninety. 

NJ? 

C7 91 ” Ninety-one. 

100 q0'_^39'q- One hundred. 

101 q0-*^i::*=r|^qi' One hundred and one. 

200 Two hundred. 

^^9 201 ” 5^c:'=T]^£T]’ Two hundred and one. 

300 NSi’qj’ Three hundred. 

^^9 301 ” Three hundred and one. 
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1,000 fc:' One thousand. 

10.000 I’ 

Ten thousand. 

100.000 __q]|cT]' ^q]’a^55j' 

One hundred thousand. 

^000 coo 1^000.000 One million. 

? ? ^11 

^ 0=00 coo 10.000.000 Ten million. 

^00 coo occ 100.000,000 One hundred 

’ ’ ^ ^ million. 

^ 000 000 000 1 . 000 , 000,000 

5 ? ? v => I I 

One tlyH!‘-and million. 


55 1 Lesson 36 


the four cardinal POINTS 


east. 


S’ 

*0 


south. 


<5i^' west. 


5^' north. 



Lesson 37 


I the four corners OF THE 
CARDINAL POINTS 


south-east. 5’’3jq’ south-west. 

NO 

north-west. north-east. 
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Lesson 38 


q]=a^-q^3j| the seven days OF THE WEEK 


Sunday. "^=^'1’^' Monday. 

” Tuesday. ” Wednesday. 

” Thursday. ” Friday. 

q]=a^’||a^-q* Saturday. 

5G| Lesson 39 
THE FOUR SEASONS 


'T Spring. The Summer. 

The Autumn. The Winter. 


^ 9 ^ Lesson 40 

o 

?^icT|^r^.q=^] ELEGANT SAYING 

LC7aj-i^a^’sa^’ai*a^|cT|’^<3j-q|^ | 


O.P. To6 — 4 
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ss> 

S2? 

sc> 

d 
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